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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 May 25, 2010 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Schug, Samson, Balkema and Kramer. Also in 
attendance: Wally Kipp. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
Motion by Balkema/Schug to adopt the agenda as presented. CARRIED Samson/Balkema moved to 
approve the April 27, 2010 regular meeting minutes as presented. CARRIED  Balkema/Samson moved to 
approve the April 30, 2010 special meeting minutes as presented. CARRIED   
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND PLANNING COMMISSION REPORTS: 
6. No Zoning Administrator’s Report. 
7. Art described the wind energy overview presentation made by Art Toy and Lloyd LeZotte of Four 

Elements Energy to the Planning Commission.  He noted that the information was interesting, but it 
didn’t address zoning regulations.  Balkema/Schug moved to receive the Planning Commission 
minutes.  CARRIED  

8. Don reviewed the Fire Board minutes and the run report.  Schug/Kramer moved to receive the Fire 
Report for May. CARRIED 

 
OLD BUSINESS:  
a. Fran reviewed information about the process the Kalamazoo County Road Commission uses to 

analyze and grade road surfaces.  He noted that township roads are in pretty good shape. 
b. Fran updated the board on the progress of the Wellhead Protection Program.  There is now a “final” 

draft of the Groundwater Protection Ordinance for the Township. 
c. Fran detailed the latest Galesburg Speedway Court settlement and noted that the Speedway will be 

reimbursing the township close to $14,000 as part of the settlement.  The next item that will be taken 
up will be mufflers and noise that leaves the facility. 

d. Lt. Wally Kipp presented the Sheriff Department monthly report.  There were 78 calls for service in 
the month of April. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
a. Fran said that now is the time to apply for additional grant funding for the Wellhead Protection 

program to continue work on the ordinances.  The funds would cover additional meetings, research, 
publications, information and education activities.  

b. Fran noted that Mary Phillips had resigned from the ZBA and has been appointed the township deputy 

clerk.  In order to fill the vacancy on the ZBA, Samson/Schug moved to appoint Norm Zomer to the 

Zoning Board of Appeals effective immediately upon his acceptance and his taking the oath of 
office.  CARRIED 

c. Balkema/Samson moved to approve the 2010 Dust Control Contract which includes continuous 

application of 18% Mineral Well Brine @ 2,000 gallons per mile for a cost of $355 per mile on 
3.02 miles.  CARRIED 

d. Fran said that Munn’s Convenience Store was being sold and the new owners had applied for a liquor 
license transfer.  The transfer does not need township board approval. 

e.  Once again, participation is up overall at the Household Hazardous Waste Center.  Eight Charleston 
residents made use of the facility in the first quarter of 2010. 

f. While agreeing in principal with the intent of the Parents Who Host Proclamation, the Board declined 
to take any action on the proclamation. 
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g. Fran pointed out that Target is once again appealing their property tax assessment.  The Board 
discussed some options and asked some questions that will be directed to the township attorney. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
Fran presented communications from Attorney Craig Rolfe thanking the board for reappointing him as 
township attorney, an e-mail from Brian Rice of Fleis & VandenBrink listing 2010 Water & Sewer Grant 
and Loan programs, the KCRC Schedule of Township road miles and population, an invitation to join Dan 
Frizzo of Prein & Newhof at a demonstration of ground penetrating radar at Grand Prairie Cemetery and 
P& N’s annual picnic on June 18th. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
Year to Date receipts $23,268.02, disbursements: $18,853.25, transfers from savings to general fund: 
($1,797.89), General fund balance: $233,654.22, Beginning balance was $231,037.34, Received since 
April Board meeting $21,191.67. Samson/Balkema moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for May as 
received.  CARRIED 
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Balkema/Schug moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their respective 
amounts.  CARRIED 
 
CITIZEN TIME: 
No comments were offered. 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
Don inquired if the Newman complaint concerning a land division had been taken care of.  He was assured 
that it had been.  Linda pointed out that the assessor contract had not yet been settled and suggested that 

the previous contract be extended.  Balkema/Samson moved that the previous assessor contract be 

extended as long as necessary until the new contract is approved.  CARRIED  Brenda noted and the 
rest of the board agreed that the volunteers and the men from K-PEP worked very hard at the Trash Drop 
Off and Tire Drop Off and certainly deserved the thanks of the board and the township.  Art referred to an 
article in the MTA Legislative Report that said the State requires no smoking signs at all entrances to the 
hall – another unfunded mandate. 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
Samson/Balkema moved to adjourn at 8:48 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


